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EXDIS 


Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IZ, US 

SUBJECT: IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH IRAQ 

REF: (A) SECTO 4105, (B) SECTO 4101, (C) CAIRO 8161 

AS REPORTED, I HAD ALREADY INFORMED GOE OF EARLIER 
APPARENT IRAQI UNWILLINGNESS RECEIVE HABIB BEFORE REF B 
RECEIVED. IN LIGHT REF A, I WAS ABLE CONTACT USAMA 
AL BAZ IN ALEXANDRIA TODAY TO TELL HIM THAT WE HAVE NOW 
HAD A POSITIVE REPLY FROM THE IRAQI GOVT AND THAT HABIB 
IS PROCEEDING TO BAGHDAD TODAY. ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT 
ANNOUNCING THE TRIP, WE WILL RESPOND TO PRESS QUERIES 
IF ASKED. I ASKED THAT HE CONVEY THIS CHANGE TO FAHMY 
IN ALEXANDRIA. HE UNDERTOOK TO DO SO LATER TODAY WHEN 
FAHMY FINISHES WITH SADAT/SULTAN QABUS TALKS WHICH ARE 
NOW UNDERWAY. 
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